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LEWISTON TRIBUNE (ID)
11 March 1983

They’ll release What they“

ast week, the ann:al Intelhggnce o /
LMMM analysts said the CIA ha
overstated Soviet expenditures on arms. A, ‘te]] the boss what the boss wants to hear; ]
rate of increase that had been estimatedat3|  when the boss makes it clear that he is using

to 4 percent per year over the last six years{ - intelligence data to support the position of |

was now believed to have been only about 2| - the party. his subordinates tend to give him ' | -
percent. But the CIA’s figures were disputed whal: g;y wants, and then the bossglhxmself :

by analysts in the Pentagon’s Defense Intelli-4 - ‘4oesn’t know what's goingon, < -

gence Agency, who came up with different| .~ Begides, if certain hxtherto-secret in-
eestimates of Soviet spending on arms. | . formation.can be declassified to support the }
This week, the administration is declass- ‘case for more mxhtary spending, we have a
lfymg certain-intelligence data it says will - iright to wonder why it was classified in the ]
1
bolster its-case for'a bigger-arms budget " {first place. And why a lot of other mjg;ma— d
-And the question .has to- be: Which-intelli~. ,/tion still is. —— L.H. . ...~ sern
gence data are the White House choosmg to -7
release? Different intelligence agencies pro-:
vide different information, some of it contra-- 4
~dictory, and even within the same agency the
.analysts who must mterpret the material do
‘not always agree on what it means. ~*
:The White House is doing what the Whlte A.IJ
House and the-Pentagon have always done:: {
releasing the information most hkely to sup- ,j
- - port its position of the moment. . %

The country should be suspicious of this 3
. kind of selective declassification. It means 3
- the administration.will be as careful not to
. disclose some data as it is eager to disclose °
- others. Classified information is like the Bi- 1
~ ble: You can find somethmg there to support -
. any argument.. . ‘-’ .
: But that is- notthe only reason we should: ’
" worry about this kind-eof ‘manipulation. It -
> tends: to put intelligence at the service of .
| politics. Even under the best-of circumst-
..ances, there is a tendency in government to,
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